
Scaffold Shrink Wrapping - Tool Box Talks

Gas Safety 

The shrink wrapping heat gun is a vital piece of equipment for the scaffold shrink wrap process. 
The gun is powered by cylinders containing Propane gas. Propane gas is highly flammable and 
always should be treated with the greatest of care.

Whilst using the shrink wrapping gun, you may see the gas cylinder start to ice up; this is caused 
by pressure changes inside the cylinder as the gas is used. Although this may not be a problem 
initially, extended use of the shrink wrapping gun can change the pressure that the gas is delivered 
at, which causes the flame to burn inefficiently and can cause the shrink wrap heat gun to 
overheat.  If this happens the gas cylinder must be changed and the gun allowed to cool down.

When the gas cylinder starts to become empty, there is a noticeable reduction in heat power, most 
obvious during the shrinking process, and the cylinder should be changed to maintain 
performance.  If the cylinder remains in use when it is becoming empty, the gas pressure may drop 
below the minimum level required for the gun, and this can cause the gun will overheat. If this 
happens the cylinder must be changed and the gun allowed to cool down.

Handling 
Always use the proper lifting technique when moving gas bottles; Gas bottles are heavy! Be aware 
of your personal lifting limits Always use and store gas bottles in an upright position Gas bottles 
may be wet and slippery. Use gloves to ensure you have a firm grip Never roll gas bottles on their 
side, throw them or drop them. Never open the valve of an unconnected gas bottle as there is still 
likely to be some gas left inside.

Using Propane gas 
Do not subject the gas bottle to heat – this could increase the pressure inside and exceed the safe 
limit. Do not try to disconnect or unscrew a regulator from any cylinder if the flame doesn’t go out. 
Never store or use gas bottles in cellars or below ground level. Always store gas bottles at least 2 
metres away from un-trapped drains, unsealed gullies or cellar openings. Avoid storing Propane 
gas bottles indoors.

Storage
Store and use gas bottles in an upright position Store gas bottles in well-ventilated places Ensure 
gas bottles are stored away from heat and ignition sources Make sure gas bottles are stored 
outdoors, away from building entry/exit points and drains. DON’T Store or use gas bottles below 
ground level or use gas bottles in places where gas is prohibited, such as high-rise flats.

Regulators
The regulator is fitted with connector for UK propane cylinders, it will not fit other types of cylinders 
such as butane cylinders (blue) which are typically used for home gas heaters.

The connecting nut between the regulator and the cylinder needs a 30mm spanner. Always tighten 
with a spanner, just tightening by hand will not be sufficient and gas can escape. Remember that 
you need to turn the nut anti-clockwise and to loosen it, you need to turn it clockwise!

There is a primer button which protrudes from the regulator above the hose connection, this stops 
the gas supply and needs to be depressed after connecting to the gas supply to ensure the gas 
passes through into the hose.
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